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Fiesta ST 
or

Golf GTI
What’s right for you?
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At the end of the 
day both of these 
cars are viable 
options, they 
just have small 
differences in 
personality.  One 
is more refined 
while still provid-
ing performance 
and the other let’s 
you know exactly 
how it is perform-
ing.  Neither car 
will dissapoint.

Side note:  The direct com-
petitor to the Golf gti is 
typically considered the 
Focus ST.  This is a common 
misconception as people as-
sume the Focus ST handles 
like a hothatch.  The Focus 
ST is more like a muscle car 
in handling with the body 
and fwd of a hothatch.  
While it produces higher 
horsepower and torque and 
weighs roughly the same 
as the GTI it’s handling is 
leagues behind the Fiesta 
and GTI.  



Aftermarket
Neither of these cars will 
dissapoint when it comes 
to aftermarket options.  
The GTI, however, has had 
so many generations in the 
recent years that its after-
market presence is one of 
the best available.  

The Fiesta ST still has all 
the packages and individ-
ual parts one might desire 
as well as the opportunity 
to move to a bigger turbo.  

While the GTI has more 
options available it is sig-
nificantly easier to increase 
the power output of a car 
than it is to decrease the 
weight of the car.  Depend-
ing on your end goal with 
the car either is a viable 
option for aftermarket.

Comfort
Both these cars compete in 
a category for sports cars 
that the average person 
might consider daily driv-
ing.  In this category there 
is, however, a clear winner.  

The GTI easily beats the 
fiesta, providing a smooth, 
relaxxing ride for when you 
want it, but still some of 
the thrills when you desire 
them.  

The ST’s ride is a bit too 
jerky due to the direct 
steering and the quick 
throttle response.  The GTI 
also has a more spacious 
interior with nicer quality 
materials.

Specs
If one simply looks at the 
horsepower and torque 
these seem like two vastly 
different cars.  In reality 
they end up providing very 
similar power to weight ra-
tios and therefore, similar 
performance.

Performance
These two hot hatches 
absolutely dominate their 
autocrossing class.  While 
they place in the H street 
class, which includes 
many slower cars simply 
because it is the low-
est class, these two cars 
absolutely dominate at the 
national level.  In terms of 
autocrossing you can’t go 
wrong and the end result is 
only altered by variances in 
driving style. 

While driving on the 
streets these cars dem-
onstrate their power in 
significantly different 
ways.  The GTI allows for a 
more isolated experience, 
allowing for softer steering 
feel but still a faster 0-60.  
The ST on the other hand 
taunts you to push the car 
to its cornering limit and 
reminds you that it can 
jump whenever you ask.  
The turbo comes on stron-
ger in the fiesta, throwing 
you back in your seat any 
time you’d like.  The ST 
ends up being a more fun 
ride but that does come at 
some costs.
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Sidenote
If the type of transmission is going to determine your 
car choice drivers should know the manual transmission 
in the ST is far superior to the manual GTI and the DCT 
in the GTI is absolutely incredible.  

Sidenote
The DCT provides incredibly quick and smooth shifts, 
rivalling the performance of a manual gearbox and it 
also provides launch control.
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How They Stack Up

These are stock dyno tests run by owners

Both of the cars make more power than ad-
vertised, and the power gap between the two 
is rather consistent. The thing to be noted is 
the earlier onset of torque the ST gets versus 
the smoother later onset of torque the GTI 
receives.
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